
https://stateofchildhealth.rcpch.ac.uk/key-priorities/local-cross-sector-services/
https://stateofchildhealth.rcpch.ac.uk/key-priorities/local-cross-sector-services/
https://stateofchildhealth.rcpch.ac.uk/key-priorities/reduce-health-inequalities/
/resources/submissions-parliamentary-committees#education-select-committee


 

2 of 8 
 

 

Parliamentary  

https://stateofchildhealth.rcpch.ac.uk/
https://stateofchildhealth.rcpch.ac.uk/evidence/nations/england/
/resources/child-health-england-2030-comparisons-other-wealthy-countries
https://stateofchildhealth.rcpch.ac.uk/evidence/
https://paediatrics2040.rcpch.ac.uk/
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Engaging children and young people in ICS 
The NHS Long Term Plan Implementation Framework states that the 
plans produced by ICS must be co-produced with the input of children, young 
people and parents/carers. Patient consultation is also mandated by the NHS 
Constitution for England and the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, which 
applies to the NHS and associated bodies. 
  
In 2018, over 300 young people took part in workshops; events and activities to 
share their views on what would support their health over the next ten years. 16% 
of participants wanted NHS services to improve how they listened to young 
people’s voice in shaping health services and in individual care decisions. 
 
We are pleased to see the clause on public involvement and consultation by ICS 
and want to see the need to meaningfully consult with children and young people 
by ICS in the statutory guidance.  
 

Duty to reduce health inequalities  
RCPCH welcome the duty on ICS boards to reduce health inequalities in terms of 
access to care and health outcomes. We have set out the importance of reducing 
child health inequalities above, and a members of the Inequalities in Health 
Alliance, we want to see more commitment to reducing health inequalities at a 
national level, including a cross-government strategy.  
 

New powers for Secretary of State  
We note there are concerns from a number of commentators regarding the new 
powers for Secretary of State set to be enshrined by the Bill. Government should 
listen to and address any concerns with regard to the scope of powers and set out 
clear reasoning behind the move for greater political influence over health 
services.  
 

Competition 
The Bill seeks a direction of travel towards integration and we support the 
proposed clause that would end requirements around enforced competition 
through automatic tendering of NHS services. We also note the call from some 
health stakeholders for NHS to be the default option for NHS contracts, and tender 
competitively where this is not possible.  

 

Workforce 
Context 
The child health workforce across the UK is suffering from the same planning 
problems, underfunding and staffing issues as the rest of the health workforce. In 
2018, an NHS Improvement report

https://www.longtermplan.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/long-term-plan-implementation-framework-v1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-nhs-constitution-for-england/the-nhs-constitution-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-nhs-constitution-for-england/the-nhs-constitution-for-england
https://www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-convention-child-rights/
/resources/what-do-young-people-want-nhs-long-term-plan
https://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/projects/inequalities-health-alliance
https://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/projects/inequalities-health-alliance
https://improvement.nhs.uk/resources/improvement-and-assessment-framework-children-and-young-peoples-health-services/


 

https://paediatrics2040.rcpch.ac.uk/
https://paediatrics2040.rcpch.ac.uk/our-evidence/data-and-evidence/future/
https://paediatrics2040.rcpch.ac.uk/our-evidence/data-and-evidence/future/
https://paediatrics2040.rcpch.ac.uk/our-evidence/data-and-evidence/future/
/resources/impact-covid-19-child-health-services-part-2-report
/resources/impact-covid-19-child-health-services-part-2-report
https://www.health.org.uk/news-and-comment/news/the-nhs-bill-must-put-in-place-a-system-to-support-better-workforce-planning
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Public Health 
Context  
There are a number of national public health measures within the Health and Care Bill 
which will work to reduce rates of health problems that disproportionately affect those 
children and young people living in the most deprived areas, such as tooth decay and 
obesity. These sorts of preventative policies are key to ensuring children and young 
people enjoy the best possible health.  

 
Junk Food Marketing  
We are pleased to see the commitments to ban on junk food marketing on television 
pre 9pm and a total ban online included in the Health and Care Bill. These are critical 
measures to reducing rising levels of childhood obesity and the increasing inequalities 
in these rates. We want to see this policy introduced with minimal exceptions.  
 

Water fluoridation 
As noted earlier in this briefing, oral health in England is poor and 
disproportionately effects those children living in deprivation. Therefore, we 
welcome the clauses within the Health and Care Bill that give Secretary of State 
the power to directly introduce water fluoridation schemes, subject to local 
consultation and funding.   

 

Children’s health services today 
The Health and Care Bill provides a significant opportunity for our National Health 

https://stateofchildhealth.rcpch.ac.uk/evidence/prevention-of-ill-health/oral-health/
https://stateofchildhealth.rcpch.ac.uk/evidence/prevention-of-ill-health/healthy-weight/
https://stateofchildhealth.rcpch.ac.uk/evidence/prevention-of-ill-health/healthy-weight/
/news-events/news/aes-see-dramatic-rise-number-young-children-its-not-covid
/news-events/news/aes-see-dramatic-rise-number-young-children-its-not-covid
/resources/impact-covid-19-child-health-services-part-2-report
/resources/impact-covid-19-child-health-services-part-2-report
file:///C:/Users/Katew/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/1KKVKH35/However,%2081%25%20of%20respondents%20said%20that%20they%20were%20concerned%20about%20missing%20safeguarding%20issues%20in%20virtual%20consultations.%20This%20highlights%20the%20particular%20importance%20of%20in-person%20assessments%20for%20children%20and%20young%20people.


file:///C:/Users/Katew/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/1KKVKH35/•13%25%20of%20services%20reported%20paediatric%20consultants%20redeployed%20to%20adult%20services%20at%20the%20peak%20in%20late%20January%202021.%20This%20is%20in%20contrast%20to%20the%20first%20phase%20of%20data%20collection%20where%20less%20than%201%25%20of%20those%20on%20the%20Tier%203%20(consultant)%20rota%20were%20redeployed.1
file:///C:/Users/Katew/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/1KKVKH35/•13%25%20of%20services%20reported%20paediatric%20consultants%20redeployed%20to%20adult%20services%20at%20the%20peak%20in%20late%20January%202021.%20This%20is%20in%20contrast%20to%20the%20first%20phase%20of%20data%20collection%20where%20less%20than%201%25%20of%20those%20on%20the%20Tier%203%20(consultant)%20rota%20were%20redeployed.1
/resources/impact-covid-19-child-health-services-part-2-report
/resources/impact-covid-19-child-health-services-part-2-report
/resources/impact-covid-19-child-health-services-part-2-report
/resources/impact-covid-19-child-health-services-part-2-report
/resources/impact-covid-19-child-health-services-part-2-report
/resources/impact-covid-19-child-health-services-part-2-report
/resources/impact-covid-19-child-health-services-part-2-report
/key-topics/covid-19


 

7 of 8 
 

 

Parliamentary  

Briefing 2021 

¶ Provide assurance that the statutory guidance accompanying the 
Health and Care Bill mandates and strategic children and young 
people’s lead in every ICS.  

¶ Strengthen the duty on the Secretary of State in the Health and Care 
Bill will regards to workforce.  

¶ Provide ring-fenced funding of CAMHS and inpatient paediatric 
mental health services that reflects local service demand.  

¶ 

https://www.health.org.uk/news-and-comment/news/urgent-call-for-1-billion-a-year-to-reverse-cuts-to-public-health-grant
/
https://www.aomrc.org.uk/
https://www.aomrc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/220321_Inquiry_dhsc_white_paper_health_social_care_Academy_response.pdf
https://councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/our-work/health-and-wellbeing/policy/childrens-health-influencing-group
https://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/projects/inequalities-health-alliance
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