
Establishment of Operational Delivery Networks
ÀȌ�ȯȲȌɨǞƮƵ�ƵǏǏƵƧɈǞɨƵة�ƵǏ˛ƧǞƵȁɈة�ƊȁƮ�ƵȱɐǞɈƊƦǶƵ�§JR�y�ƧƊȲƵة�ȺƵȲɨǞƧƵȺ�ƊȲƵ�ƦƵȺɈ�ƊȲȲƊȁǐƵƮ�Ǟȁ�
ǏȌȲǿƊǶ�ƮƵȺǞǐȁƊɈƵƮ�ȁƵɈɩȌȲǲȺ�ɩǞɈǘ�ƊƮƵȱɐƊɈƵ�ȺɈƊǏ˛ȁǐ�ƊȁƮ�ȺǲǞǶǶȺ�ȲƵ˜ƵƧɈǞȁǐ�ɈǘƵ�ȁƵƵƮȺ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�
ǶȌƧƊǶ�ȯȌȯɐǶƊɈǞȌȁȺب

Workforce within a Network
ÀȌ�ǿƵƵɈ�ɈǘƵ�ȲƵȱɐǞȲƵǿƵȁɈȺ�ɈȌ�ȯȲȌɨǞƮƵ�ǘǞǐǘ�ȱɐƊǶǞɈɯ�ƊȁƮ�ƵȱɐǞɈƊƦǶƵ�ȺƵȲɨǞƧƵȺ�ǏȌȲ�ɈǘȌȺƵ� 
ɩǞɈǘ�ǐƊȺɈȲȌƵȁɈƵȲȌǶȌǐɯة�ǶǞɨƵȲة�ȌȲ�ǞȁɈƵȺɈǞȁƊǶ�ƮǞȺȌȲƮƵȲȺ�ȺƵɨƵȲƊǶ�ɩȌȲǲǏȌȲƧƵ�ȲƵƧȌǿǿƵȁƮƊɈǞȌȁȺ� 
ǘƊɨƵ�ƦƵƵȁ�ǿƊƮƵب

Improving the Paediatric Gastroenterology, Hepatology and  
Nutrition Services for children and young people in the UK

Commissioning organisations should ensure that all centres providing 
Paediatric Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition services work as part 
of an Operational Delivery Network (ODN) or formally designated network.

§ƊɈǞƵȁɈȺ�ƊȁƮ�ǏƊǿǞǶǞƵȺ�ȺǘȌɐǶƮ�ƵɮȯƵƧɈ�ɈǘƊɈ�ɈǘƵǞȲ�ǶȌƧƊǶ�ȯȲȌɨǞƮƵȲ�ǞȺ�ȯƊȲɈ�ȌǏ�ȁƵɈɩȌȲǲ�ȌǏ�
ȺƵȲɨǞƧƵȺة�ɩǞɈǘ�ǏȌȲǿƊǶ�ȯƊɈǘɩƊɯȺ�ǏȌȲ�ƧƊȲƵ�ƊȁƮ�ƊƮɨǞƧƵة�ƊȁƮ�ɈǘƊɈ�ɈǘƵɯ�ƊȲƵ�ƧȌȁȺɐǶɈƵƮ�
Ȍȁ�ɈǘƵ�ǏɐɈɐȲƵ�ƮƵɨƵǶȌȯǿƵȁɈ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵȺƵ�ǏȌȲǿƊǶ�ƮƵȺǞǐȁƊɈƵƮ�ȁƵɈɩȌȲǲȺخ

Key Findings:

��ȌǏ�Çj�ȁȌȁٌȺȯƵƧǞƊǶǞȺƵƮ�ƧƵȁɈȲƵȺ�ƮƵƧǶƊȲƵƮ�ɈǘƊɈ�ɈǘƵɯ�ƮǞƮ�ȁȌɈ�ɩȌȲǲ�Ǟȁفׇׅشׁـ�24% •
Ɗ�ƧǶǞȁǞƧƊǶ�ȁƵɈɩȌȲǲة�ƊȁƮ�ɩƵȲƵ�ɈǘƵȲƵǏȌȲƵ�ȯȲȌɨǞƮǞȁǐ�§JR�y�ƧƊȲƵ�ɩǞɈǘȌɐɈ�ǏȌȲǿƊǶ�
ȲƵǏƵȲȲƊǶ�ȯƊɈǘɩƊɯȺ�ǏȌȲ�ƧƊȲƵ�ȌȲ�ƊƮɨǞƧƵخ

• �ȁǶɯ�7%فׇׅشׅـ��ȌǏ�ȁȌȁٌȺȯƵƧǞƊǶǞȺƵƮ�ƧƵȁɈȲƵȺ�ƊȁƮ�20%ف׀׃ش׆ـ��ȌǏ�ȺȯƵƧǞƊǶǞȺɈ�ƧƵȁɈȲƵȺ�
ɩƵȲƵ�ȯƊȲɈ�ȌǏ�Ɗ�ǏȌȲǿƊǶǶɯ�ƮƵȺǞǐȁƊɈƵƮ�ƊȁƮ�ǏɐȁƮƵƮ�ƧǶǞȁǞƧƊǶ�ȁƵɈɩȌȲǲخ

Health Board and Trust managers should ensure 
that a non-specialised Network centres have a 
minimum of 1 full-time consultant paediatrician 
with special interest in gastroenterology and 
hepatology (SPIN) with at least 20% of their 
working time formally allocated towards providing 
and developing paediatric gastroenterology and 
nutrition care. 

§ƊɈǞƵȁɈȺ�ƊȁƮ�ǏƊǿǞǶǞƵȺ�ȺǘȌɐǶƮ�ƵɮȯƵƧɈ�ƵȁǘƊȁƧƵƮ�ȺǘƊȲƵƮٌ
ƧƊȲƵ�ƮƵƧǞȺǞȌȁȺ�ɈǘȲȌɐǐǘ�ƊƧɈǞɨƵ�ǶȌƧƊǶ�ǞȁɨȌǶɨƵǿƵȁɈ�ȌǏ�
ȺȯƵƧǞƊǶǞȺɈȺخ

Key Findings:

��ȌǏ�yȌȁٌȺȯƵƧǞƊǶǞȺƵƮ�ƧƵȁɈȲƵȺ�ȲƵȯȌȲɈƵƮ�ȁȌفׇׇشׁׄـ�18% •
ƧȌȁȺɐǶɈƊȁɈ�ȯƊƵƮǞƊɈȲǞƧǞƊȁ�ɩǞɈǘ�ȺȯƵƧǞƊǶ�ǞȁɈƵȲƵȺɈ�Ǟȁ�
ǐƊȺɈȲȌƵȁɈƵȲȌǶȌǐɯ�ȯȲȌɨǞȺǞȌȁ�ƊɈ�ɈǘƵǞȲ�ƧƵȁɈȲƵȺخ�

��ȌǏ�ɈǘȌȺƵ�yȌȁٌȺȯƵƧǞƊǶǞȺƵƮ�ƧƵȁɈȲƵȺ�ɩǞɈǘفׇׇش׃ـ�4% •
ȺȌǿƵ�ƧȌȁȺɐǶɈƊȁɈ�ȯƊƵƮǞƊɈȲǞƧǞƊȁ�ɩǞɈǘ�ȺȯƵƧǞƊǶ�ǞȁɈƵȲƵȺɈ�
Ǟȁ�ǐƊȺɈȲȌƵȁɈƵȲȌǶȌǐɯ�ȯȲȌɨǞȺǞȌȁ�ǘƊƮ�ǶƵȺȺ�ɈǘƊȁׂخ׀��
ɩǘȌǶƵ�ɈǞǿƵ�ƵȱɐǞɨƊǶƵȁɈـ�àÀ0خف�

Health Board and Trust managers should ensure 
that Specialist centres and non-specialised Network 
centres must provide services that are appropriately 
skilled and staffed in all hospital settings to meet  
their population needs. 

§ƊɈǞƵȁɈȺ�ƊȁƮ�ǏƊǿǞǶǞƵȺ�ȺǘȌɐǶƮ�ƵɮȯƵƧɈ�ǘǞǐǘ�ȱɐƊǶǞɈɯ�ƊȁƮ�ȺƊǏƵ�
ƧƊȲƵة�ȁȌ�ǿƊɈɈƵȲ�ɩǘƵȲƵ�ɈǘƵɯ�ǶǞɨƵة�ɈǘȲȌɐǐǘ�ɈǘƵ�ƊƧƧƵȺȺ�ɈȌ�
ǏȌȲǿƊǶǶɯ�ƮƵȺǞǐȁƊɈƵƮ�ȁƵɈɩȌȲǲȺخ

Key Finding:

• ÀǘƵȲƵ�ɩƊȺ�Ɗ�ɩǞƮƵ�ɨƊȲǞƊɈǞȌȁ�ȌǏ�ȺɈƊǏ˛ȁǐـ�ǿƵƮǞƧƊǶة�
ȁɐȲȺǞȁǐ�ƊȁƮ�ƊǶǶǞƵƮ�ǘƵƊǶɈǘ�ȯȲȌǏƵȺȺǞȌȁƊǶȺ�ȺɐƧǘ�ƊȺ�
ƮǞƵɈǞɈǞƊȁȺة�ȯȺɯƧǘȌǶȌǐǞȺɈ�ƊȁƮ�ȯǘƊȲǿƊƧǞȺɈȺف�ƦƵɈɩƵƵȁ�
ƧƵȁɈȲƵȺ�ƊȁƮ�ǐƵȌǐȲƊȯǘǞƧ�ǶȌƧƊɈǞȌȁȺخ��

Key Recommendation 1:

Key Recommendation 2:

http://www.rcpch.ac.uk/pghan-census


Recommendations for the Provision of PGHAN Care in the UK
ÀǘƵ�Çj�ǘƊȺ�Ɗ�ȺɈȲȌȁǐ�ȲƵȯɐɈƊɈǞȌȁ�ǏȌȲ�ȯȲȌɨǞƮǞȁǐ�ǘǞǐǘ�ȱɐƊǶǞɈɯ�ƊȁƮ�ɩȌȲǶƮ�ǶƵƊƮǞȁǐ�§JR�y�ƧƊȲƵخ�

http://www.rcpch.ac.uk/pghan-census


Health Board and Trust managers should ensure that complex PGHAN 
care and paediatric endoscopic services should be primarily provided 
within a specialised centre, co-located with appropriate specialised 
services such as paediatric intensive care units and paediatric surgery. 
Where this is not present, clear and timely pathways of referral  
should exist.

§ƊɈǞƵȁɈȺ�ƊȁƮ�ǏƊǿǞǶǞƵȺ�ȺǘȌɐǶƮ�ƵɮȯƵƧɈ�ɈǘƊɈ�ɈǘƵȺƵ�ȺƵȲɨǞƧƵȺ�ȺǘȌɐǶƮ�ƦƵ�
ȯȲȌɨǞƮƵƮ�Ǟȁ�Ɗ�ƧǘǞǶƮ�ƊȁƮ�ɯȌɐȁǐٌȯƵȲȺȌȁ�ǏȲǞƵȁƮǶɯ�ƵȁɨǞȲȌȁǿƵȁɈة�ƊȁƮ�ɈǘƊɈ�
ƵȱɐǞɈɯ�ȌǏ�ƊƧƧƵȺȺ�ɈȌ�ɈǘƵȺƵ�ȺƵȲɨǞƧƵȺ�ǞȺ�ǿƊǞȁɈƊǞȁƵƮ�ȁƊɈǞȌȁƊǶǶɯخ�!ǘǞǶƮȲƵȁ�ƊȁƮ�
ǏƊǿǞǶǞƵȺ�ȺǘȌɐǶƮ�ƦƵ�ƧȌȁȺɐǶɈƵƮ�Ǟȁ�ɈǘƵ�ǏɐɈɐȲƵ�ƧȌٌƮƵȺǞǐȁ�ɈǘƵȺƵ�ǏƊƧǞǶǞɈǞƵȺ�ƊȁƮ�
ȯƊɈǘɩƊɯȺ�ȌǏ�ƧƊȲƵخ

Key Findings:

��ƮȌ�ȺȌ�Ǟȁ�Ɗȁ�ƊǐƵة�ȌǏ�ƧƵȁɈȲƵȺ�ȯȲȌɨǞƮǞȁǐ�ƵȁƮȌȺƧȌȯɯ�ȺƵȲɨǞƧƵȺف׃ش׃ـ�97% •
ƊȯȯȲȌȯȲǞƊɈƵۋ��ƧǘǞǶƮٌǏȲǞƵȁƮǶɯ�ƵȁɨǞȲȌȁǿƵȁɈخ

• �ȁǶɯ�63%فׇׂشׇׁـ��ȌǏ�ȺȯƵƧǞƊǶǞȺɈ�ǐƊȺɈȲȌƵȁɈƵȲȌǶȌǐɯ�ƊȁƮ�ȁɐɈȲǞɈǞȌȁ�ƧƵȁɈȲƵȺ�
ƊȁƮ 67%ف׃شׂـ��ȌǏ�ȺȯƵƧǞƊǶǞȺɈ�ǘƵȯƊɈȌǶȌǐɯ�ƧƵȁɈȲƵȺ�ƧȌٌǶȌƧƊɈƵ�Ȍȁ�ɈǘƵ�ȺƊǿƵ�
ȺǞɈƵ�ɩǞɈǘ�ɈǘƵ�ǏɐǶǶ�ȲƊȁǐƵ�ȌǏ�ȺȯƵƧǞƊǶǞȺƵƮ�ȯƊƵƮǞƊɈȲǞƧ�ȺƵȲɨǞƧƵ�ƊȺ�ȌɐɈǶǞȁƵƮ�Ǟȁ�
ɈǘƵ�ׇׁׂ׀�ȱɐƊǶǞɈɯ�ȺɈƊȁƮƊȲƮȺخ

Commissioning organisations should ensure that Telehealth 
and Video Clinic consultations are evaluated and organised 
to provide high quality and responsive health care, alongside 
traditional methods of assessment.

§ƊɈǞƵȁɈȺ�ƊȁƮ�ǏƊǿǞǶǞƵȺ�ȺǘȌɐǶƮ�ƵɮȯƵƧɈ�ɈȌ�ƦƵ�ǞȁɨȌǶɨƵƮ�Ǟȁ�ɈǘƵ�
ƮƵɨƵǶȌȯǿƵȁɈ�ƊȁƮ�ƮƵȺǞǐȁ�ȌǏ�ǏɐɈɐȲƵ�§JR�y�ȺƵȲɨǞƧƵȺة�ǞȁƧǶɐƮǞȁǐ� 
Ǟȁ�ƊȲƵƊȺ�ȺɐƧǘ�ƊȺ�ɨǞȲɈɐƊǶ�ƧȌȁȺɐǶɈƊɈǞȌȁ�ǿȌƮƵǶȺخ

Key Findings:

• 

http://www.rcpch.ac.uk/pghan-census
http://www.rcpch.ac.uk/pghan-census

