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Introduction

At the Royal College of Paediatrics of Child Health (RCPCH) we are hoping to work with you to
put forward an amendment to the health and care bill to ensure that
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Parliamentary

The Health and Care Bill provides a significant opportunity to improve ga{'r%ﬂggc?%%%d health
outcomes in England. Whilst we understand the reasons why the Bill is intended to be as
permissive as possible; the fruits of this opportunity will only be borne if the measures set out
in this briefing accompany the legislation in statutory guidance.

In addition to the provisions of the Bill, we have called on the UK Government to supply long-
term investment for health services and cross-government coordination on policies pertaining
to child health and wellbeing. These calls can be found at the end of this briefing for
information.

Whilst children and young people have overwhelmingly been spared the worst of the clinical
impact of COVID-19, the response to the pandemic — particularly the closure of schools to most
children - has had far-reaching negative effects on their health and wellbeing.
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