
Immediate actions in response to 
detection of a ‘circulating’ vaccine 
derived polio virus type 2 (VDPV2) in 
London sewage samples 
 

Immediate actions for the NHS: 

A. Polio clinical and laboratory surveillance 

Regulation 2(1)(b) of the Health Protection (Notification) Regulations 2010 place a duty on registered 

medical practitioners (RMPs) to report any suspected infections that present or could present significant 

harm to human health. This covers reporting of acute flaccid paralysis and acute flaccid myelitis 

(AFP/AFM) not explained by a non-infectious cause.  In addition, under Schedule 1 of the Health 

Protection (Notification) Regulations 2010, suspected cases of acute poliomyelitis are notifiable. 

Where AFP/AFM cases are not explained by a non-infectious cause, appropriate microbiological testing 

to exclude polio as a causative agent is an integral component of clinical management and polio 

surveillance.   

Case definition: acute flaccid paralysis/myelitis is characterised by rapid onset of weakness of an 

individual’s extremities, often including weakness of the muscles of respiration and swallowing, 

progressing to maximum severity within 10 days. The term ‘flaccid’ indicates weakness accompanied by 

hyporeflexia or areflexia in the affected limb(s). 

Clinicians should perform the following actions for patients meeting the above case definition: 

i. report the case of AFP/AFM to your local Health Protection Team by telephone during working 

hours (same day/ next day) 

ii. i

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/acute-flaccid-paralysis-syndrome
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/acute-flaccid-paralysis-syndrome
https://www.gov.uk/health-protection-team
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/acute-flaccid-paralysis-syndrome
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/acute-flaccid-paralysis-syndrome
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/acute-flaccid-paralysis-reporting-form
mailto:phe.afp@nhs.net
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/polio-national-guidelines


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inactivated-polio-vaccine-ipv-booster-information-for-healthcare-practitioners/inactivated-polio-vaccine-ipv-booster-campaign-information-for-healthcare-practitioners
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2022-DON408
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/polio-national-guidelines


https://www.gov.uk/government/news/expansion-of-polio-sewage-surveillance-to-areas-outside-london

